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ALL-ELECTRIC WIDE-BEAM

A ‘sea shell’ for 
a wide-beam   

Serving as a prototype for a new boat-builder, all-electric wide-
beam Good Ohmen has a hull designed by a naval architect and an 

interior by a long-term liveaboard. Mark Langley finds out more…

BOAT-BUILDER Naomi Hunter was brought 
up living on boats and has continued to 
do so ever since – including sailing craft 
and narrowboats. She was looking for a 
new floating home when, with the support 

of the rest of her family, she created a company, 
Floating Ohm, to not only build her new craft but to 
bring a breath of fresh air to inland boat design.

Naomi wanted a wide-beam boat for herself that 
would be a prototype for her company, with a radically 
different hull design from many inland wide-beams, 
to demonstrate that a large interior volume can be 
coupled with excellent cruising performance. Many 
wide-beam boats, particularly those that can be placed 
in the ‘fat narrowboat-style’ category, have very poor 
handling qualities and on-water performance, which 
is the downside of their huge interior volumes.

Naomi’s father is a naval architect and designed a hull 
that takes good coastal marine practice into a shape that 
works for inland craft. While tweaking narrowboat hulls, 
particularly above the water, can cause difficulties in selling 
them to a conservative market down the line, wide-beam 
boats have more flexibility in what appeals to customers.

Most inland boat companies, despite claiming to 
offer bespoke builds, were reluctant or dismissive of the 
hull designs – even being given proper CAD drawings 
presented challenges to some. As such, Naomi ended 
up commissioning Ocean Coats Marine Services on 
the Isle of Wight to construct the boat – only a stone’s 
throw away from where she was brought up on a 
yacht. Thus Good Ohmen was launched in autumn 
2022 and Naomi has been living aboard ever since, 
while the company attracts considerable attention.

Shell & exterior
The steel shell is on conventional 10/6/5/4mm plating, 
with a bow cockpit and square open stern deck. However, 
the execution of the boat is very different, with much more 
seagoing standards of construction than typical inland 

Good Ohmens at Bristol 
Floating Harbour. 

EXTERIOR
Above: The unusual 
but efficient bow 
design is quite subtle.
Right: The paint finish 
is very good, as is the 
external woodwork, 
such as the side doors 
and main hatch.

“Naomi wanted a wide-beam 
for herself  that would be a 
prototype for her company” 

FAST FACTS
NAME Good Ohmen
LENGTH	 62ft
WIDTH		 9ft	4in	
BERTHS	 4
PROPULSION 10kW	electric	
PRICE £250,000

CONTACT 07850 955015, 
floatingohm.co.uk
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Centre left: The 
square stern 
maximises space, 
while the low profile 
of the exterior helps 
with stability.
Left: A solid 
handrail is a good 
place for fenders, 
but the gunwale 
itself is quite narrow 
for use underway.
Below centre: Steps 
up to the roof are 
very handy, with the 
stainless steel pin 
on the solid handrail 
providing a good 
place to stow lines.
Below: Just a 
couple of solar 
panels on the roof.

Left: Superb 
underwater lines 
are designed to 
minimise wash, 
while maximising 
handling. 
Inset: Naomi in 
front of Good 
Ohmen before its 
launch in Cowes.

Above: The stern 
bench houses 
lots of storage, as 
well as two 13kg 
propane bottles; 
the short tiller is 
surprisingly light.
Above centre: 
A wide, open 
foredeck has 
a massive 
water tank 
underneath it.

boats. The hull has a cylindrical bow 
below the water, which reduces 
the bow wave considerable – a 
similar design, though not nearly 
as effective, appeared in the 
1980s as part of the Eco Hull for 
narrowboats, which, unfortunately, 
never caught on. Here it provides a 
very smooth flow of water alongside 
the hull, with the hull sides tapering 
slighting to the flat base plate.

The stern design is impressive 
underwater. The baseplate rises up in a 
smooth curve to become the underside of 
the counter, while the central part tapers in both 
horizontally and vertically to provide a pod underwater 
for the drive system. This ends in a sharp edge, rather than 
a flat plate, in front of the propeller for excellent water flow. 
One way to think of it is with the central pod leading to 
the propeller serving as a very well-designed narrowboat 
swim, and with the wide-beam parts of the hull either 

side curving up to make the counter. 
This means that there is very little 
wake disturbance when the boat 
is cruising, with smooth water 
flows along the hull to the rudder. 
When going astern, water flows 
forwards rather than squirting 
sideways; this has the effect of 
better performance as well as 

reducing the chance of the boat 
being pushed sideways, particularly 

when close to a bank or lock wall.
The rudder is also a shapely affair 

with a high stall angle, rather than the 
basic flat steel plate that many boat-builders 

use. The tiller above is quite short but the balance area 
of the rudder, combined with its shape, means it is fairly 
light to handle. Given the characteristics of the hull and 
its handling, no bow-thruster is required, though an 
owner could, of course, specify one if they really wanted. 
Multiple sacrificial anodes are fitted, not just at the bow 
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and stern, but alongside the hull – and, thoughtfully, they 
are bolted on with bolts welded onto the hull, so replacing 
the anode is an easy job (possibly even without taking the 
boat out the water, given a low enough bank alongside). 

The cabin itself is quite square, with a large amount 
of space available on the roof; currently two 380W 
solar panels are fitted, but this could be expanded to 
a much higher capacity, if required. The wiring for the 
panels on this boat are in PVC conduit along the cabin 
top; it would be neater to run it through a gland and 
have internal cabling instead. There are very useful 
steps built aft into the bulkhead to give easy access to 
the roof, which could be handy in some deep locks and 
moorings. There are also some nifty stainless steel pins 
against the solid handrails aft, which are good as an 
extra handhold and also to stow lines when underway.

The aft cockpit has a large, single bench seat, which 
also houses the gas locker, taking two 13kg propane 
cylinders, plus more storage. The rest of the deck is 
open, which would allow free-standing furniture when 
tied up. The bow cockpit has a full-width, wooden-
framed window to the front cabin, which, combined with 
the curved steel open deck, is reminiscent of a classic 
Broads cruiser. Stainless steel bollards and fairleads 
are helpful, and there is a huge 1,500-litre water tank 
below. Ventilation into the cabin is provided at bilge 

level via swan-neck pipes, which avoid draughts and 
ingress of water, and so are an excellent option. 

Galley
A good sized pair of doors lead down into the galley. 
Immediately there is a wow factor to this boat, with its 
mix of bold and subtle colours, natural materials and 

GALLEY
Above: The galley 
and saloon merge 
into one. Massive 
double-glazed 
windows and a 
rooflight help 
brighten the 
large space.
Right: The boat 
certainly makes an 
immediate impact.
Far right: A full 
domestic-size 
fridge/freezer 
is, unusually, a 
12V model.

CORRIDOR
A utility area in the 
corridor is a very 
good use of space 
– note the thick 
bulkhead housing 
the sliding door.
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plenty of detail that Naomi has carefully selected for her 
floating home. While it might not be everyone’s cup of 
tea, it certainly is unique and shows that the company 
can build genuine bespoke boats. What this is not is a 
beige interior with lots of bog-standard fitments.

Both ends of the boat have a superb set of open steps 
in metal, with non-slip treads and the company’s omega 
logo. There is an open space behind the steps, which 
is an ideal place to shove shoes out of the way. There 
is also an underfloor vegetable storage locker. In front 
of the steps is a transparent-topped wine locker in the 
floor, which is lined with copper-finish mosaic tiles that 
create a stunning effect. The galley itself has units on 
both sides, with oiled, wooden work surfaces and a free-
standing gas cooker set at an angle to starboard, with 

the glass lid acting as a splashback. Oddly, the isolation 
valve for the gas pipe is above the worktop, which is 
easily accessibe but does leave gas piping exposed.

The large 12V Shoreline fridge/freezer is also set at 
an angle against the aft bulkhead to starboard. This full 
domestic-sized unit provides a lot of space, with a bigger 
freezer than many units on boats. There is also space for a 
proper bin as well. On the opposite side is a deep ceramic 
1½ bowl sink, though, unusually, the drainer is set aft of the 
bowl (the boat does tend to sit level, even when underway, 
due to the hull profile so water running off is less likely). 
Behind the sink are more of the copper mosaic tiles as part 
of the splashback – the use of copper fittings does look very 
good, even the copper-effect 230V sockets. The cupboard 
doors are a high gloss teal colour, with some beautifully 
crafted handles. The end run of the port galley worktop is 
left open underneath, to give some open storage space.

Saloon
The main galley unit is open to the saloon and, unusually, 
one of the cupboards is accessed from the saloon 
side, which is a very good idea and avoids a blank mini 
bulkhead. A glazed cabinet for glassware sits next to a 
set of open shelves and mini drawers, and a stainless 
steel drip-feed diesel heater. This provides the main 
source of heating for the boat and is very effective, as 
was proven during a very cold spell at the end of last 
year, when the surrounding dock froze with thick ice.

Although Good Ohmen is a broad-beam, its only 9ft 4in 
wide; that extra couple of feet over a narrowboat provides 
so much space inside, and it seems a lot roomier than its 
dimensions on paper would suggest. The bold interior 
colour scheme works very well, with a large skylight and 
huge windows flooding the space with light, even on the 
grey, overcast day of our visit. A wooden set of side doors 
to starboard are externally covered, like the wooden hatch 
into the cabin, with canvas to keep the winter elements 
at bay. The flooring throughout is stunning, with solid 
wood of various colours forming a geometric pattern that 
is quite absorbing to look at. It has been made to have a 
distressed appearance to give it a texture and character 
that’s very different from off-the-shelf hardwood floors. 

The forward bulkhead is also papered; while not unheard 
of on boats, here the choice of pattern is naturally bold, but 
really does work well. Using high-quality wallpapers means 
that it is easy to change the feel of an interior in the future 
without too much hassle. There is a good-sized sofa, easy 
chair and low-level table, plus a couple of other storage 
boxes. Naomi, having lived afloat most of her life, knows 

DETAILS
Above: The copper 
tile-lined wine 
locker in the floor 
in front of the 
galley steps.
Above right: Lovely 
details right down 
to the door handles 
on the kitchen 
cupboards.

SALOON
Left: Despite only 
being just over 9ft 
wide, the space 
feels big, with 
a mesmerising 
solid wood floor.
Above: Varying 
different bold 
colours are unusual 
but work well and 
reflect Naomi’s 
personality 
and tastes. 
Above right: A 
bespoke switch 
for the Art Deco 
lights, and the rope 
detailing above, 
demonstrate 
the level of 
thought gone 
into the fit-out.
Left: Wallpaper 
on the saloon 
bulkhead is 
distinctive and 
picks up the 
geometry from 
the flooring.

“Immediately there is a 
wow factor to this boat” 
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how to keep things minimal and not clutter the boat, which 
also helps with the sense of spaciousness. An alternative 
arrangement for this part of the boat, as suggested in one 
of the company’s layouts, could be a fixed L-shaped dinette 
plus some easy chairs, which would also work well.

Bathroom and utility
There is a corridor to starboard, and the canary yellow 
cabin sides continue, with the panelled deep blue hull 
lining below. The bathroom is self-contained to port, but 
the corridor has a very nifty utility area with storage,  a 
full-sized washing machine and a solid wooden worktop 
above. Naomi has made good use of free-standing 
storage (though secured to the cabin) where appropriate, 
which makes future tweaking of the layout easy.

The bathroom is stunning, not least because the forward 
bulkhead is sheathed in a polished copper finish, which 
becomes a fabulous mirror, with a golden hue. To match 
this, the washbasin is a copper bowl atop a wooden worktop 
on the black cabinet. There is a large, rectangular shower 
with a screen covering half of it, which is enough to contain 
splashes, plus a dry (composting) separating toilet that is 
permanently ventilated through the hull hide. The wooden 
flooring in the rest of the boat gives way to more pragmatic 
tiling here, though, again, in a geometric pattern.

Guest bedroom
The guest bedroom is dominated by a full-width double 
bed, plus a good-sized wardrobe. There is a lot of space 
under the bed, much of which is accessed by drawers at 
the front. There are also 230V and 12V sockets by the bed, 
and good reading lights as well. The blue and yellow in the 
saloon and corridor give way to cream and teal, which is 
very restful. The doors into the guest and main cabin both 
slide into the bulkheads, which keeps them out of the way, 
while the thick bulkheads and doors are further insulated 
to retain warmth, as well as reduce sound transmission.

Master bedroom
The main bedroom has a large fixed bed, with an open 
frame below, which allows long-term storage towards the 
port hull side, with free-standing drawer units along the 
centreline. One of the key requirements for Naomi’s boat 
was to have space for her grandmother’s antique dressing 
table, which looks perfectly in place. In this cabin, the dark 
blue continues below the gunwale, but a dark ochre colour 
is used on the cabin side – again, a good choice. The main 
bulkhead has been given another stunning treatment, this 
time with fabric, which adds warmth and even has fabric 
trims between the bulkhead and roof. More Art Deco-style 
lamps are on the bulkhead, which are attractive and practical.

There is a large skylight above the bed and two drop-
back half-hopper windows. But having the entire forward 
bulkhead glazed means that this cabin is not only very 
bright, but appears even bigger than its 10ft length would 
suggest. This is enhanced by the open steps (like those 
at the stern) and the wide wooden windowsill. There is 
space forward for another free-standing drawer unit 
and for everyday items, such as laundry baskets. With 
the only source of heating being the diesel stove in the 
saloon, open doors during the day help heat circulate 
and this is very effective. Other owners might consider 
a conventional central heating system, with radiators or 
matrix warm air heating, and this could easily be specified.

MASTER 
BEDROOM
Above: The forward 
cabin is bright 
and spacious 
with an antique 
dressing table.
Left:  A huge 
panoramic 
bulkhead window 
gives access to  the 
forward deck.
Below: The 
bulkhead covering 
in the bedroom is 
a plush velvet-like 
material, which 
matches the Art 
Deco lamps.

A composting 
loo, large 
washbasin and 
big shower 
fit well in the 
bathroom.

GUEST 
BEDROOM
Below left: The 
centre cabin is 
dominated by 
a large double 
bed, with storage 
under it, and a 
single wardrobe.
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Propulsion & services
A single hatch supported by a gas strut gives easy 
access to the engine room, without having to heave 
heavy deck boards around. There is a dedicated 
step to enter the engine room, followed by a 
polymeric grating to stand on and non-slip surfaces 
in other places. Why other boat-builders cannot 
make access easier is sometimes a mystery. 

The boat is propelled by a 10V electric motor, 
electronically limited to run at 6kW max, while the boat 
cruises using around 2kW. This is powered from a bank of 
lead-carbon 2V cells, wired in series to give 48V nominal, 
with a capacity of 28kWh. This can provide five to six 
hours’ cruising on inland waterways before recharging 
is required, though the generator can extend that range 
considerably. A Victron Quatro inverter charger provides 
70A charge at 48V, as well as 5kW domestic 230V supply. 

There are a pair of Rolls AGM 12V batteries storing 
320Ah for the domestics aboard – these are charged 
by a 30A Victron charger, running from the main 
48V bank or 230V supply (generator or shoreline). 
The solar panels can charge the main bank, which, 
in turn, can top up the domestics. Even during our 
very dull and rainy winter visit, the solar panels were 
churning out a reasonable 76W by mid-morning.

The generator fitted is a very compact 4kVA Paguro 
unit, within its own sound enclosure. This is a very 
light unit, coming in at around 95kg and is based on a 
Yanmar 7hp diesel engine. At full load it uses around 
a litre of diesel an hour, generating up to 3.5kW 
useable 230V power. It is fresh water cooled, with 
canal water cooling the antifreeze solution before 
being discharged into the exhaust, which then has 
two mufflers and a gas-water separator to reduce the 
noise level much more than a dry exhaust. Further 
insulation in the engine room keeps the sound down. 

However, the single cylinder engine is a high-speed 
unit, so runs at 3,000rpm, compared to most 1,500rpm 
units fitted to hybrids. Also, the engine coolant cannot 
be tapped for running a calorifier, so the domestic water 
heating is via a 1kW immersion heater. The engine draws 
its fuel from a 140-litre plastic fuel tank in the engine 
room, which is unusual in inland boats but common 
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SERVICES
Above centre: A 
quick-release weed 
hatch bar might be 
more practical than 
using G clamps 
on the hatch.
Above: Anodes 
bolted rather than 
welded on, which is 
very good practice.
Left: Two AGM 
batteries provide 
the 12V power.
Centre left:  
A compact high 
speed generator is 
in a sound-reducing 
enclosure with a 
wet exhaust.
Far left: The 
rudder is profiled 
to give excellent 
handling and a 
high stall angle. 
Left: The engine 
space is very easy 
to access, with 
step, grating and 
the distilled water 
top-up bottle just 
in front of the 24 
cells making up the 
large battery bank.

Right: A plastic 
fuel tank is unusual 
on an inland craft; 
the calorifier is 
heated solely by 
a 230V immersion 
heater;  expansion 
and pressure vessels 
in the domestic 
water supply are 
good practice. 

WW’S VERDICT
Floating	Ohm	is	a	young	company	
but	with	big	ideas	based	on	years	
of	experience.	It	has	brought	an	
exceptional	shell	design	to	the	
waterways,	with	the	backing	of	
proper	naval	architecture,	and	a	
novel	interior	to	boot.	Good Ohmen 
handles	very	well,	pulling	very	
little	wash,	requiring	less	power	
to	drive	it	through	the	water	than	
comparable	wide-beams	and	
stopping	quickly.	It	is	completely	
different	to	the	“vaguely	pointed	
floating	brick”	concept,	once	
described	by	a	WW	colleague.

Being	a	bespoke	builder,	
Floating	Ohm	can	pull	together	
anything	a	customer	wants,	
tweaking	the	systems	and	
layout	to	suit	an	owner’s	exact	
needs.	It	also	has	designs	to	
bring	its	underwater	hull	shape	
to	narrowboats,	which	will	be	
very	interesting	indeed.	
Floating	Ohm	has	a	stand	

booked	at	this	year’s	Crick	
Boat	Show,	and	if	you	are	after	
something	different,	Naomi	
should	be	very	high	on	your	
list	of	people	to	speak	with.

yacht practice. It does mean the tank can be removed for 
cleaning much easier than an inbuilt steel tank, should 
there ever be contamination like the dreaded diesel bug.


